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TERMINOLOGY

Å Comprehensive Plan - Long -range policy document that guides physical development of a community, consisting of (1) goals, 

objectives and policies (GOPs); (2) complementary maps that embody the intent of the GOPs; and (3) data -driven analyses 

that validate the GOPs. Required by Florida Statutes. 

Å Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (FL DEO) ðState agency which reviews local comprehensive plans for compliance 

with Florida Statutes.

Å Evaluation and Appraisal Review (EAR) ðStatutory process which requires local governments to evaluate and, if necessary, 

amend their comprehensive plans every 7 years to stay in compliance with Florida Statutes and to reflect local conditions. Pl ans

amended by a local government based on an EAR are sent to FL DEO and other state and regional agencies for review.

Å Amendments ðModifications made to a comprehensive plan by the local government. In addition to EAR -based amendments 

(i.e., changes resulting from a periodic EAR process), local governments can also amend the comprehensive plan between 

EAR cycles in response to specific needs. 

Å Intensity ðThe permitted extent of development of a lot through a variety of objective metrics. One of the most common 

measures of intensity is Floor Area Ratio.

Å Floor Area Ratio (FAR) ðA ratio, expressed as a quotient, of the maximum permissible floor area on all floors of a building 

relative to the total area of the site on which the building is located. 

Å Density ðThe maximum permissible number of homes that may be developed on a specific amount of land area, usually 

expressed in terms of dwelling units per acre. 



Density



6

2010 2018

THE ISSUE, IN A NUTSHELL


